P R O C L AM A T I O N

BY RICHMOND COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

“J. C. WATKINS DAY” IN RICHMOND COUNTY

WHEREAS, longevity of life is a blessing for an individual and for a community which benefits from the knowledge, leadership, and experiences that J. C. Watkins has shared with the citizens of Richmond County; and


WHEREAS, James Clyde Watkins was born and raised in Richmond County, and after graduating from college, he and his wife Ruth Perry Watkins returned to Richmond County to dedicate their careers to public education where they devoted 41 years and 36 years, respectively to educating the youth of Richmond County; and

WHEREAS, the early years of his career took place during a racially-divided time during which J. C. Watkins took this opportunity to promote racial harmony and goodwill, while instilling in young people the values of hard work achievement, and a positive attitude; and

WHEREAS, not only did J.  C. Watkins dedicate himself to public education, but he equally contributed his time, knowledge, and experience as a public servant, having been elected to serve as a Rockingham City Councilman from 1973 until 1990, and then on to 18 years of service as a Richmond County Commissioner from 1990 until 2008; and

WHEREAS, J.  C. Watkins has volunteered a great deal of his time in serving other organizations such as the Leak Street Education and Cultural Community Center, the Richmond County Board of Health, the NAACP, Richmond Memorial Hospital Board of Directors, Rockingham Recreation Foundation Board of Directors, Rockingham Rotary Club, Boy Scouts of America, Chairman of Lumber River Council of Governments, Chairman of Richmond County Martin Luther King Celebration Committee, North Carolina Black Elected Officials Board of Directors, Voting Delegate for Richmond County at N. C. Association of County Commissioners Annual Conferences and at National Association of Counties Annual Conferences, and member of the Board of Deacons of Mount Zion United Church of Christ; and

WHEREAS, it is an understatement to say that J.  C. Watkins personifies the true meaning of a public servant by giving unselfishly of his time and of his talents during his lengthy and commendable career as an educator and an elected official.  J. C. Watkins has been described by others as having earned the respect of his students and his peers with quiet dignity.  In recognition of the exemplary role models that J. C.  Watkins and his wife Ruth have been to this community, Mr. and Mrs. Watkins were honored jointly as the 1997 Richmond County Citizens of the Year.   

NOW, THEREFORE, in behalf of the many citizens whose lives have been enriched by the wisdom and leadership imparted by J. C. Watkins and the example that he has set in devoting his life to education and public service, the Richmond County Board of Commissioners deems it most appropriate to proclaim November 13th, 2008 as 
“J. C. WATKINS DAY” in Richmond County.    

Adopted this 3rd day of November, 2008.
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             Kenneth R. Robinette, Chairman

ATTEST:






                  Richmond County Board of Commissioners

_____________________________

            Marian S. Savage, CMC

Clerk to the Board of Commissioners

